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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: Windup for 1951 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS-Old Favorites 


d'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Doubleday 
LEIF THE LUCKY $2.75 


* Welcome indeed, this reissue of one of the very best of the biographical pic- 
ture books by the gifted d'Aulaires. In full color lithographs, with decorative orna- 
mentation, and a multitude of tiny, amusing and imaginative details, this makes sheer 
delight for young browsers. And for listeners, the text, with something of a free hand, 
incorporates the almost legendary adventures of a glamorous figure, as lilting comple- 
ment to the pictures. A lovely book. Board. Reenforced backbone. (Publ.) 


Potter, Beatrix Warne 
THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT $.50 


Perhaps this larger format (9" x 6")- board- and with the original illustra- 
tions, will capture the lower price market, but sentiment, perhaps, persuades me that 
there's a very special appeal in the tiny, glowing edition so familiar to two- or maybe 
three- generations. The colors in the reproductions seem to have paled down. However, 
it is the same tried and true classic tale, and at this price is good merchandise. 
Fragile. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Balet, Jan Oxford 
WHAT MAKES AN ORCHESTRA $2 .50 


The ideal gift for the very young music lover, and a prelude - in the next 
step up the ladder- for the first concert attendance, a cheerful introduction to the 
instruments of the orchestra. The jolly pictures by the author - and a text, full page, 
for most of the pictures,introduce the instrument in orthodox formation,~- strings, wood- — 
winds, brass and percussion, with delightful side glimpses of a quartet, quintet, sex- | 
tet. The author ascribes to each instrument a fetching personality, which may prove { 
popular with the very young set but seems a bit too too whimsical to this reader. Even 
the conductor has his day, and the last page reveals the entire orchestra waiting for 
his downbeat. A presentation in terms of audient impressions with information care- 
fully gauged to the grasp of the six and seven year olds. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Child Study Assoc. Crowell 
READ ME MORE STORIES $2 .00 


The third of an excellent series of collected read-aloud stories for the 
younger members of a family. Even a two year old will listen for the span of Margaret 
Wise Brown's The Runaway Bunny. The small boys with a passion for things that move 
will delight in The Thoughtful Little Truck. he three year old who wants a horse to 
gO with his cowboy suit will like Cowboy Billy Finds a Horse. There are animal stories 
in generous measure; there are stories for laughter that make good family sharing. 
There's a bit of verse here and there. And there are a few- a very few- with a lesson 
tucked He the story. Illustrated by Barbara Cooney. (Published- but somehow we 
missed it). ! 
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Announcing in Goldencraft Cloth Binding 
LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS Simon & Schuster 
Walt Disney's DONALD DUCK'S TOY TRAIN Each $1.75 @ 
ditto CINDERELLA'S FRIENDS 


6 ALICE IN WONDERLAND Finds the Garden of Live Flowers 
ALICE IN WONDERLAND Meets the White Rabbit 
The Disney books are dependable merchandise. From the public library point of . 
view they are of questionable value, though the popular demand is still there. Personally, 
I'd settle for the original Disney creations (Donald Duck, etc.) and pass up the classics. 


*Ruth Krauss I CAN FLY 
*Nina THE KITTEN'S SURPRISE 
*Kathryn Jackson PANTALOON 
*Kathryn & Byron Jackson A DAY AT THE BEACH 
*Kathryn & Byron Jackson CHRISTOPHER AND THE COLUMBUS 
*Jack Bechdolt LITTLE BOY WITH A BIG HORN 
A very high level of original text quality and a good selection among the texts 


of lasting value, and of dependable appeal. 


Margaret Wise Brown 
& Edith Thacher Hurd TWO LITTLE GARDENERS. 
An effective looking book and one that has entertainment value. But if you are 


looking for a book that gardeners will recommend, this isn't it. 


Marion Conger THE LITTLE GOLDEN HOLIDAY BOOK 
A good idea. But one could wish that Easter was not identified entirely with 


‘abbits, Easter: eggs and flowers, and that since the Christian significance of Christmas 
was stressed, Hanukkah might have been included as another religious festival of joy. 





Barbara Collyer 

& John R. Foley CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY 

Effective modern postery illustrations for a story that supplies all the ingredi- 
ents associated with an old fashioned Christmas in the country. BUT since it strikes a 
modern note, why have the traditional conception of a whiskery old grandfather and a spect- 


acled old grandmother. Seen any young grandparents lately? 





BIG GOLDEN BOOKS in Goldencraft Cloth Binding Simon & Schuster 


Annie North Bedford- BUG'S BUNNY'S BOOK. A collection, eight favorites. $2.50 
Corinne Malvern- ///.-STORYTIME TALES. Good assortment of stories, poems, songs, 
some of them new, some classics, everyday stories, fairy and folk tales. Illustrations on 
every page, in flat color. The quality of paper gives a cheap impression, and the double 





olumn layout makes it primarily a read aloud book. $2.25 
R.L.Stevenson- A CHILD'S GARDEN OF VERSES. 27 favorites, with attractive rather 
odern illustrations by the Provensens, in color. $2.50 


Walt Disney's ALICE IN WONDERLAND. Adapted from the motion picture. $2 .25 


EASY READING 
Whitman 
ROUND TRIP FOR JOHNNY $1.50 


In a friendly, down to recognizable facts sort of story, Johnny's mother shares 
he game of going to and from school, and does it so that the pre-school child will enjoy 
.earing about it - and the beginning readers can read it to themselves. The application S | { 
is definitely limited to the small town or village, where traffic is limited so that cross- | 
ing the street is relatively safe. There's one picture where the purists may question the 
afety factor, but in the main caution, right turns and left, humor on a small child's level, 
nd friendliness to others are vital factors in both text and pictures. Cloth bound. Re- 
nforeed pictures in black and white and poster colors by Dirk Gringhuis. (Publ.) 


Novinger, Virginia B. 











9 is nothing short of hair raising. Adequate sketches by D. L. Wynne. (Publ. ) 
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Coombs, Charles YOUNG READERS' DETECTIVE STORIES Lantern Press 
Payne, Stephen YOUNG READERS' STORIES OF THE WEST each $2.50 


There are ups and downs in this series, and these additions illustrate the 
extremes. Mr. Coombs' detective stories are superior to his recent sport stories, as 
his quick-on-the-trigger heroes are too busy snaring bad guys to indulge in moral re- 
flection. His settings offer wide range,- circus, zoo, an old mine, a haunted house, 
his pace is good, his plots varied. Reliable fare.... Mr. Payne's young men, on the 
other hand, are sad-faced, poverty-striken little souls, who outwit the bullies and 
other unpleasant adults by an incredible excess of moral stamina. Details of round- 
ups and rodeos incidental to the boys winning their spurs keep young readers turning 
pages. Both books illustrated by Charles Geer. (12/3) 


Wilson, Eleanore Hubbard Lothrop, Lee & Shephard 
THE SECRET THREE $2 .50 


A peaceable, every-day set of adventures for the youngest of the small males 
in this age group. When Eric Lee's father brought home a brand new calendar with a 
mysterious legend, "Sec. 3", Eric was sure there was a special meaning intended for 
himself and two friends, Robbie Klein and Tony Felipe. Soon the Secret Three Club is 
organized with a special calendar code for certain days, with warnings about "danger" 
and predictions about good times. The winter-to-summer ups and downs- a blizzard, a 
fight, finding a lost kitten, a Father and Son baseball game- make a busy six months 
for the Secret Three and their friends, and the entrancing calendar code adds to the 
fun. Although certain tough guys may find the doings of the boys mild molasses after 
two-gun adventures, this is pleasant reading for those hemen who are not quite stern 
enough to hold back the tears at the death of a kitten. Mannerly illustrations by 
the author. (Publ.) 


Foyle, Kathleen Warne 
TOWPATH TAD $1.50 


A wee tale about a wee Irish lad which is somewhat of a wee bore. Orphaned 

Tad Donovan was doomed to the “poor house" when his widowed mother died, but it was 
kindly bargeman Long John who took Tad and his Wee Puppy aboard his barge, adopted 
him, and boarded the boy with gruff but golden hearted Mrs. MacFarland. Tad goes to 
school, makes friends with a shiny-faced lass his age, has a few mild adventures and 
of course a legacy, and remains forever grateful to the people who gave him a home. 

A pleasant enough story, but unfortunately there is a surfeit of tremulous emotion 
and an antiquated raggedy orphan pattern here. Gentle and painstaking sketches by 
Grace Golden. (Publ. 


Price, Hilda Cummings Warne 
TWO'S COMPANY $1.50 


Leisurely, English dog story which is heavily weighted in tradition- all 
about a terrier and his many owners and adventures. It was Spotty Dick's lot to have 
many masters, as he is captured and trained by a poacher, is adopted by a gentle 
antique dealer, and joins a circus where he is taught to perform with a lively monkey. 
But Spotty Dick is finally returned to his original young master after many adventures. 
The overly cozy method of storytelling may be too placid for American children, and 
the Medievalism inherent in the heavily drawn caricature of the Jewish antique dealer 
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Wanklyn, Joan Warne 
FLIP: The Story of an Otter $2.00 


Homey, wild-life "biography" in which the bustling hero undergoes the usual dif- 
ficulties to be expected in otter-hood. Flip narrowly missed extermination just after his 
mother was killed, but Flip and his sisters are rescued by a young boy who raises them in 

aptivity until Flip hears the wild, clear call and escapes to a free life upstream. Under 
the tutelage of an old female otter Flip learns how to fish, to escape captors, and other 
matters otters should know. There are plenty of dangers in his wild life, but Flip sur- 
rives, mates and sires a fine litter. Again we object to Flip’s unnaturally human person- 
,lity- his vocabulary is quite extensive- but the wild-life details are accurate and both 
he story and the sketches by the author are affectionate and appealing. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fact 


Streatfeild, Noel Bell Publishing- $3.00 
THE PICTURE STORY OF BRITAIN (Drexel Hill, Pa.) 


An entertaining tour of Britain - tourist slanted- written by the British author 
f the popular "Shoe" series. This is infinitely more diverting than most of its ilk; the 
ext bubbles along, soft pedalling the principle industries, playing up the romance of tra- 
iition, history, holiday-going sights which would intrigue the young American visitor. To 
e sure, an adult reader might cringe at a few blithe generalities, such as reference to 
the Cockney's “never failing sense of humor". However, this is a minor failing in a live- 


y, deft and concise approach. Gay illustrations by Ursula Koering. (Publ.) » 
O'Neill, Hester McKay 
THE PICTURE STORY OF NORWAY $2.50 


The Scandinavian countries need to be individualized for American minds, at all 
age levels, and this book, devoted to Norway, will help clarify the story of the country 
f the northland, not only in its history, but in its character and peoples. The text 
tarts out with a description of Norway's independence day, May 17th, which commemorates 
he signing of the Norwegian constitution. It goes on in pleasant travelogue with visits 
to the larger cities, the modern area in southern Norway, the isolated north of the mid- 
ight sun, the fisheries, the fjords, the seacoast, the schools. There's a brief outline 
of Norway's history,. from the days of the Vikings, to the invasion in World War ITI and the 
battle carried on in exile. Customs, holidays, occupations, are given their due. And 
Ursula Koering has illustrated the text with vigorous and decorative marginal drawings 
in two colors. An addition to the series of Picture Stories of Other Countries. (Note 

- Picture Story of Britain-see report above, under the Bell imprint). (Publ.) 


Hogben, Lancelot; Neurath, Marie Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


& Lauwerys, J.A. $1.50 
HOW THE WORLD WAS EXPLORED 


Fifth in the “How and Why" series, formerly under the Chanticleer imprint, this 
3 a successfully compressed review of man’s explorations and the means thereto. From the 
earliest times and the most primitive types of bridges, boats and vehicles, this goes on 
‘o the science of navigation and ships, to the motives driving men to explore, to develop- 
mente in transportation, on land, sea and in the air. Marie Neurath’s vivid little dia- 
gram pietures clarify concepts difficult to handle at this age level. And the text goes 
beyond today in a future with the lure of the stratosphere and the depths of the sea. A 
ot im little space, an attractive jacket, easy to read and understand. Cloth. (Publ.) 
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Meyer, Jerome S. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
PICTURE BOOK OF RADIO AND TELEVISION $2 .00 


This, the sixth in the series of picture science books by this author-illus- 
trator team, exhibits the virtues and the faults common to the other five. That is, it 
is attractive and open in format and picture quality; it is rated under age by the pub- 
lisher (eight and up while the vocabulary and content difficulty are closer to twelve); 
it is marred by occasional half-truths and errors that are not a necessary concomitant 
of the simplification desirable in presenting scientific concepts to children. For ex- 
ample, the explanation: of the vacuum tube is erroneous; the early basic discoveries 
(electromagnetism, photography, the phonograph, the telephone) are gulped down in a 
total of three pages; the television camera picture tube described is already-before 
publication- an outmoded type (the iconoscope supplanted several years ago by the image 
orthicon). And yet, in its immediacy of interest catching devices, in some of the ex- 
periments, in the clarity of some of the descriptive matter, the book will recommend 
itself to the parents whose young fry demand answers to questions most parents cannot 
give. Too bad this was not corrected in its minor deficiencies before publication. 
I11'd. Richard Floethe. (Publ.) : 


Courtis, Stuart Simon & Schuster 
& Watters, Garnette- Comp. $3 .95 
ILLUSTRATED GOLDEN DICTIONARY for Young Readers 


“é, The success of this team in the Picture Dictionary for Children encouraged 
the idea of a dictionary for the next age level, and this colorful production is well 
worth serious consideration for this ‘tween age children. With over 7,000 words and 
2,000 pictures, the basic vocabulary of the earlier dictionary is expanded with lists 
acquired from third and fourth grade teachers, from texts used in those grades, and 
words contributed by the children themselves. Each word is entered in heavy type, with 
elementary pronunciation symbols, related words, a simply worded definition, and a 
sample sentence in which the word is used. Pictures will encourage browsing, even in 
children not already word conscious, and the format will bridge the gap to adult dic- 
tionaries. Unfortunately, the unprepossessing quality of the paper, the dated type of 
illustrations by Beth and Joe Krush, and the poor reproduction gives the book a cheap 
appearance (belied by the price), and the rather loose binding suggests that it won't 
stand the kind of handling dictionaries should get. Stress merchandise value rather 
than the more vital permanent value for school and public libraries. (Publ.) 


Pouzet, Maurice- [/lus. by Studio-. Crowell 
PAINTING BOOKS Each $1.00 


#1- FLOWER TO COLOR. ‘Twelve ordinary garden flowers- the pages to color in 
the center, the folder binding printed in color to copy, the instructions on how to 
proceed on the inside of the back cover- making in all a twelve page painting book. 

It goes contrary to all the modern conventions as to freedom being an essential element, 
for no leeway for imagination is permitted, and the actual procedure itself is limited 
by the printed outline.... #2- FANFAN THE TULIP. This is an incredible sort of story 
to give a small child at the painting book age level, the story of a foundling discover- 
ed in a bed of tulips, who grows up to be a member of the French Guards, and who goes 
through the processes of getting drunk on wine, running away from gunfire, becoming a 
prisoner, ané@ tricking the enemy into betraying his secrets, and having a succession 

of amazing adventures. Each text page has two blocks of line drawings to color- again 
with miniatures of the finished "paintings" on the inside folder binding.... #3- ANIMALS 
OF THE FARM. Like the flower book, this has a dozen familiar birds and animals of the 
farm - and no descriptive text or story. Too elaborate in detail, too meticulous in 
procedure for independent enjoyment for the child for whom, presumably, the painting 
books should hold appeal.... All in all, a series that we cannot recommend. Cardboard 
and heavy paper. (Publ.) 
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Wescott, Jan Crown 
CAPTAIN BARNEY $3.00 


War of 1812 background with the central character the glamorous pirate, Benjamin 
Barney, for a tale of derring-do, with romantic trimmings and historical roots. The strug- 
gling young country depended on prizes and booty for financing its war, and - because Barney 
was its most successful freebooter, denied him the ship and commission in the infant navy. 
Good adventure- good historical romance- though the characters are rather synthetic. Some 
may question the moral aspects for teen-agers, albeit they are ultimately legalized, but 
in the main it should prove acceptable fare. (Full report P. 585). (Publ.) 


Frison-Roche, Roger Prentice-Hall 
THE GRAND CREVASSE $3.00 


A novel which combines the solitary elation of mountain climbing with young 
romance. Brigitte, from a protected, sophisticated background, falls in love with the 
Swiss peasant guide who takes her on her first climbs. Sustained by him, she accredits 
herself as a novice, makes the ascent of Mont Blanc. Their marriage follows. Both are 
aware of the conflict in their backgrounds; they separate when his guiding season ap- 
proaches. And only with his death does Brigette feel that her love for him is paramount. 
‘For full report see P. 639) (Publ.) 


Queen, Ellery Little, Brown 
CALENDAR OF CRIME $2.75 


Effective episodes in which Queen participates. He finds where George Washing- 
on buried a coin; he balks an income tax return theft; he attends a June wedding; he 
handles some present day pirates; he stops a dangerous game; he intercepts two hoaxes. A 
virtuoso at his best. (For full report see P. 648) (1/2/52) 





NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Dupuy, Col. R. Ernest Wm. Sloane 
MEN OF WEST POINT $5.00 


A review of the achievements of West Pointers on the field of battle, in Indian 
-erritory outposts, in the improvement of communications and transportation. There are 
‘those who established the modern science of warfare; who built the Cumberland Road; who 
belped lay coast to coast telegraph and telephone wires. There are the giants of success- 
ive wars, through 150 years of Academy history. (For full report see P. 651) (12/3) 





Hunt, Paul & Underwood, Charlotte Harper 
EIGHT YARDS OF CALICO $2.50 


A handy guide to square dancing, complete with dance descriptions, historical 
notes, illustrations and diagrams, and a bit of local color. The book is divided into 
programs with new steps and calls introduced into each new session. A lively job ona 
lively entertainment, from Maine and Massachusetts to Texas and California. (For full 
report see P. 653) (1/2/52) 


Neider, Charles- £d Harper 
GREAT SHIPWRECKS AND CASTAWAYS $3.50 
A miscellany of stories of historic shipwrecks and island exiles, covering @ ( 
ree centures of marine disasters (1540 to 1809). They feature more rigors and fewer 


idyllic interludes than their fictional counterparts, and should appeal to armchair ad- 
renturers of all ages. (For full report see P. 653) (1/2/52) 





